


Angela Hospice will hold its 4th annual Walk of Remembrance on Saturday, September 24, 2011, 
offering an occasion for individuals, families, and friends to walk in honor of the loved ones they’ve 
lost, while enjoying fellowship in the beautiful outdoors. 

For Lori Loos and her family, the Walk of Remembrance has become an annual tradition. 
“When you’re so busy, you don’t take the time to stop and reflect,” said Lori. “The Walk gives you 

time to think about the people you’ve lost, and it gives you a chance to give back to Angela Hospice, 
so for us it’s twofold. It’s a nice morning.”

The walk will begin at Madonna University in Livonia, with registration at 8 a.m., and the opening 
ceremony at 9 a.m. The 2.3-mile route weaves through the idyllic grounds of the Felician Sisters, 
including Madonna University, the Central Convent, 
Ladywood High School, and Angela Hospice. Live  
music will enchant along the way, and refreshments  
and a rock painting activity will follow.

All proceeds from the Walk of Remembrance will 
benefit Angela Hospice’s bereavement programs, 
including grief support counseling which is available  
free to anyone in the community.

To register in advance for this family-friendly event, 
or to learn more, call Barb Iovan at (734) 953-6045, or 
visit www.AskForAngela.com. Registration includes a 
commemorative T-shirt (while supplies last), ribbon to 
personalize, craft, and refreshments. The cost is $25 for 
adults; children ages 6-12 are $5; ages 5 and under are 
free and do not need to register.

Mike, Trenton, and Lori Loos walk in memory of 
the Granata family.

It’s Friday at 5 o’clock p.m. For most of us in the workplace, 
business hours are over and the work week has officially closed. But 
for Michelle Willingham-Tubbs, the work week is just beginning. 
That’s because Michelle is part of Angela Hospice’s elite on-call team,  
making herself available at any moment of the weekend to take calls  
from patients and their caregivers. Often, calls come at times of anxiety  
or crisis, and for those callers, Michelle is like a guardian angel.

Known for her sweet, soothing voice, Michelle’s work as a 
registered nurse is about helping to manage patients’ symptoms, 
providing relief from discomfort, and staying calm when challenging 
moments arise. But, as she has so often come to know, sometimes 
simply listening and encouraging can make all the difference.

“I can remember speaking with one caregiver who had become very  
anxious and fearful. She had made a promise to her friend that she 
was going to ‘be there’ for her, not leave her alone. But she found 
herself in the middle of the night coming to a vivid realization that this  
person for whom she cared was soon nearing the end of her life.” 

The woman called Michelle, who listened to her with compassion 
as she described the fearful thoughts she was having about her 
friend’s approaching death, and what it would be like.

“She really just wanted someone to talk to and let her know she 
was going to be OK, and even more importantly, to let her know what 
the experience was NOT going to be,” said Michelle.

As the caregiver spoke about her anxious thoughts, Michelle 
listened with her characteristic empathy and wisdom, easing the 
caregiver’s fears and apprehensions.

“I can remember being really touched and feeling connected with 
her,“ said Michelle. “Through the years, I’ve had a lot of connections 
like that.”

“Sometimes when a person calls you in the middle of the night, 
they really want to tell you their story,” said Michelle.

She recalled a man who called her back after his wife’s death to 
thank her and the other staff for all they had done for his wife.

“He told me this wonderful story about his wife and how many 
years they had been married. I’m always humbled and just cherish 
the fact that we are in their lives at such a vulnerable and sacred  
time.”                                                                  (Continued on pg 6)

Pictured at left: Angela Hospice on-call team members
Cover: Michelle Willingham-Tubbs, Matt Holowicki, Sheryl Lasser
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Attendees will have 
the chance to bid 
on excellent Silent 

Auction items    
including...

Cara beaded bib necklace         Vera Bradley tote                       Lions tufted wool rug

54

Septuplets born at hospice
In the beginning of July, seven tiny ducklings were born 

to a mallard duck right on the grounds of Angela Hospice. In 
fact, the ducklings were born in the hospice’s enclosed garden 
atrium, with windows looking in on all sides. 

Over the next week, guests, patients, and staff enjoyed 
watching the little family grow up. The mother would stand 
by and supervise as her babies explored their beautifully 
landscaped home – including a large fountain, the perfect 
swimming pool for young ducklings.

“They were happy in there for a while, but then the 
mom started knocking on the windows,” said Building 
Manager Rory Moning. 

While the atrium made for a comfortable home, 
Moning knew the ducklings needed to go out into the 
open so the youngsters could learn to fly. Staff used 
furniture to block off the hallways, and created a pathway 
for the ducks to come inside the building, so they 
could be led out onto the lawn. After a few moments of 
uncertainty, the mother left the atrium and her ducklings 
followed her outside. They spent days swimming in the 
front fountain before moving onto their next home in the 
great outdoors.

Maintaining the Mission 
The work of the Felician Sisters is driven by certain core  

values: respect for human dignity, solidarity with the poor, 
transformation, compassion, justice and peace. It is the 
role of the Felician Sisters Provincial Administration 
and Felician Services, Inc. (FSI), to ensure that these 
values remain rooted at the foundation of all the Sisters’ 
ministries. Recently, Angela Hospice received a visit from 
FSI and the Provincial Administration.

“It was our honor and privilege to host a luncheon for 
our corporate board and FSI members,” said Sister Mary 
Giovanni, president and CEO of Angela Hospice. “They 
had the opportunity to view all the buildings on our 
Felician Sisters property and to spend time at each entity.
This is a very dynamic and energizing group and they 
remain in our prayers.”

Angela Hospice’s CFO Tom Lesondak (right) 
leads guests on a tour of the Care Center.

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be a movie 
star? We think all of Angela Hospice’s supporters deserve star 
treatment, and so a dazzling event is being planned for Saturday, 
October 29, 2011. It’s our biggest annual event, and this year it has 
a Hollywood theme. We’re calling it the Light Up a Life Benefit: 
Starring You! All of our guests will have the chance to shine – 
whether they come dressed as their favorite movie character, or 
come dressed as themselves just ready to have a good time!

The guests, or should we say “the cast,” of this special event will 
enjoy an entertaining evening including a gourmet sit-down dinner, 
open bar, dessert, exciting silent auction and raffles, plus live 
music, dancing and more! 

“This year the spotlight will be not only on the Rick Lieder Band 
members, but many of our auction items will have a Hollywood 
glow!” said Events Coordinator Barb Iovan. “We’re proud to include 
autographed photographs of Mariska Hargitay and others, Spode 
plates signed by Jane Seymour, and sparkling jewelry. Plus...who 
knows, perhaps Marilyn Monroe will happen by!”  

Individuals, families, and businesses can begin now to show their 
support for the Light Up a Life Benefit. Sponsorships, cash or  
auction item donations, raffle and event ticket sales, and advertising 
in our annual Yearbook are all great ways to be a part of Light Up a 
Life, and help the programs of Angela Hospice. All proceeds from the 
event are directed toward patient care and bereavement programs,  
so your donation is truly making a difference.

For more information on this sure-to-be-memorable event, 
contact Events Coordinator Barb Iovan at (734) 953-6045, or visit 
the News & Events page at www.AskForAngela.com.

Ways you can help...
Attend the event! Download an 

invitation at www.AskForAngela.com

Purchase raffle tickets ~ just $1 each! 

Donate an auction item (items must be 
new and in original packaging)

Advertise in our Yearbook ~ both 
business and tribute ads are available, 

beginning at $100

Join us as a Sponsor, beginning at 
$1,000

Make a donation

Tell your friends ~ help us to spread 
the word about Angela Hospice events 

and programs in the community!



6 Letters printed with permission

Letters to Hospice

Dear Angela Hospice Administrators:

Re: Your employees Vermell, Stephanie & Susan

I’m not quite sure why they do what they do, but we think we have a pretty good 

idea. If it wasn’t for people like them, we don’t know how we would have managed 

the last 12 months.

Mom and Dad loved them, even when sometimes they couldn’t remember their 

names. The three of them were the lifeline of Mom and Dad’s and our life during the 

last 12 months. Their dedication, compassion and caring attitude were beyond belief.

They are the best, and we are extremely fortunate that they were assigned to our 

family. Now we know there are angels on the earth. We realize that they have to 

move on to their next families, but we want all of you to know that we love you, and 

appreciate all the love and care you gave to Mom and Dad.

Our love and gratitude,

The Kellys
Gloria
Tom & Linda
Den & Nancy

And especially……Gordon!

Dear Sr. Giovanni,

Your vision for Angela Hospice is an 
inspiration from God.

My mother ( Shirley E. Adamy ) had a  peace-filled 15 day stay at Angela. Her care by a loving staff was outstanding.
You have done so much to make families comfortable in the beautiful surroundings. I felt as I kept vigil with my mother that Angela is truly a step into heaven. It was a blessing for me to be there with her. 
May God continue to bless you in your important ministry.

Sincerely,

Sharon P. Carolin

                  Stephanie
Vermell
                                         Susan

The role of the on-call staff is to work together to 
solve any issues that might arise in the middle of the 
night, over the weekend, or even on a holiday. Each 
team member is prepared for “a little of anything,” 
as social worker Sheryl Lasser puts it. Sheryl works 
evenings and weekends, providing help in emergencies, 
following up on tasks from the week, assisting with 
discharge planning, and personally visiting patients in 
both homes and hospitals. She said families are often 
surprised to find out that there is a social worker who 
can help them at these non-traditional hours.

“The best part,” Sheryl said, “is simply being able to  
help people that I know are going through a tough time.”

She will often get calls from caregivers who are 
distraught when a patient begins to decline. What does 
Sheryl do to help them? Really listen.

“Families appreciate having someone who can be there 
to listen to them. I talk with them about the changes 
that are happening and how to navigate through it with 
as much support as possible. It’s a relief for them to 
have someone like us to help with their questions and 
answers.”

Helping people in need has always been at the center 
of Angela Hospice. Morning, noon, and night, 365 days 
of the year, there is always a caring heart to help.

Angels in the night (continued from pg 2)
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Angela Hospice was honored to have a visit by his Eminence Edmund Cardinal Szoka on the Feast 
Day of Saint Bartholomew in August. The Cardinal led Mass in the Angela Hospice Chapel for patients, 
staff, and visitors, before being treated to a luncheon celebrating the 40th anniversary of his episcopal 
consecration.

“We were so grateful to have Cardinal Szoka visit our Care Center,” said Angela Hospice President and 
CEO Sister Mary Giovanni. “His participation in the Mass meant a lot to the patients and other guests as 
well.”

Cardinal Szoka recently joined Angela Hospice’s 
Board of Directors, lending spiritual guidance and 
wisdom in support of Angela Hospice’s mission.

Cardinal visits Angela Hospice

Above: Cardinal Szoka speaking in the Angela Hospice 
Chapel. Left: The Cardinal is pictured with Felician 
Sisters (back) Sister Mary Hiacenta, Sister Mary 
Giovanni, Sister Mary Francis, Sister Mary Damiana, 
(front) Sister Mary Clarentine, and Sister Mary Cynthia.
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The holidays may be called “the most wonderful time of the year,” 
but for those who are grieving, they can also be some of the most 

difficult. Balancing happy festivities, family traditions, and responsibilities 
of the season can be overwhelming when dealing with loss and heartache. 
Angela Hospice wants to help, with holiday workshops offered for all ages. 

“Getting through the Holidays” is a program for grieving adults about 
navigating the demands of the holiday season while caring for yourself. It 
will be held on Sunday, November 6, from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at the Angela 
Hospice Care Center. All are welcome to attend this free event.

Special workshops for children 
and teens will feature a holiday 
wreath activity for participants 
to decorate in memory of a loved 
one. The teen workshop will be 
held Sunday, November 20, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the Angela Hospice 
Care Center. The children’s 
workshop will be held Sunday, 
December 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
These programs are offered  
free-of-charge, but registration is 
required. To register, call Sally 
Loughrin at (734) 464-2683.

Angela Hospice helps with the holidays

Above: A young participant 
tells social worker Sally 
Lougrhin about the wreath 
she made. 

Right: Two attendees show 
off the wreath they decorated 
in honor of someone special.

“Like” Angela Hospice 
on Facebook
Visit www.facebook.com/angelahospice 
and “like” our page to stay up to date 
on Angela Hospice news and events. 
Facebook is also an easy way to share 
Angela Hospice updates with your friends 
and family!


